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?® MA/L/A/G DATE of this Communication appears on the cover sheet whh the corrBspondence addmss - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EiXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

!)□ Responsive to communlcatlon(s) filed on _.; . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)\3 This action is non-final, 

3) D Since this application Is in condition for allowancG except for forma! matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfc?, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(3) 32-45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{5) is/are allowed. 

6) n CIalm{s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Ciaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) KI Claim(B) 32-45 are subject to restriction and/or election r^uiremenL 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on la/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be h^ld In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .S5(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(5) including the connection is required II the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under $5 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(aHd) or (f ). 
a)DAII b)n Some None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been reiceived, 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been r^iceived in Application No. _ ... 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a irst of the certified copies not received. 
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1 - Restriction to orre of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 
I. . Claims 32-35, drawn to a process for forming a peraonal care absoAent 

article, classified In class 156, subclass 250*. 
\\. Claims 36-40. drawn to a personal care article, classified in class 604, 

"X. 

subclass 358. 

Ill- Claims 41 -45. drawn to an apparatus for fomiing a personal care article, 
classified in class 156, subclass 580. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § B06.05(f)). In the instant case the product could be made by a materially 
different method such as by hand. In other words the article could be made as a 
discrete article rather than In an assembly line with (»ntinuous article manufacture. 

3. Inventions I and 111 are related as process and apparatus for its practtee. The 
Inventions are distinct rf it can be shown that either (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus 
as claimed can be used to practice another and malerially different process. (MPEP § 
B06.05(e)). In this case the apparatus is merely defined as a seaming device and such 
a seaming device would have been suitable for atta<:hment of components which do not 
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include the releasable fastener therein. Additionally the specific of the side seaming 
device are not required by the pn:)cess as claimed. 

4. Inventions II and III are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions 
in this relationship are distinct If either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the 
ar^aratus can be used for making a materially dlffeiient product or (2) that the product 
as claimed can be made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 
806.05(g)). In this case the product as claimed could be made by another and 
materially different apparatus such as one which included a hand seamer wherein the 
articles were made one at a time rather than in a process line: 

5. Because these Inventions are Independent or distind for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art In view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art t?ecause of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. A telephone call was made to Bemard Klosowski on 3-30-06 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or Invention to be examined even though the 
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requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) Identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an Invention or species may be made with or without traveree. To 
reserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not 
distinctly and specifically point out supposed enors in the restriction requirement, the 
election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the Inventions or species are not 
patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidena^ or Identlly such evidence now of 
record showing the inventions or species to.be obvious variants or cleariy admit on the 
record that this Is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the Inventions 
unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admlsston may be used In a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) of the other invention. 

8. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an Inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff H. Aftergut whoi« telephone number is 571-272- 
1212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7: 1 5-345 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or.proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-6300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an applicsition may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either f^rivate PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished appficatioris Is available thnaugh Private PAIR only. 
For more Infonnation about the PAIR system, see http;//palr-dirBcLuspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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